
SNAPPER & YELLOWTAIL RULES   

MEASURING YOUR CATCH CORRECTLY -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A clear photograph of the fish, correctly placed on the measure, is critical for your 

entry into the competition. It is your responsibility to ensure you provide an image 

that we can use to validate your entry. Place your fish on a measure as shown above 

and take one or more digital photographs that clearly shows the whole fish, placed 

side-on, on the measure with either the upper or lower jaw touching the edge of the 

measure mat or tape measure. Please take your photo in landscape format as a 

portrait photo can be difficult to assess and your catch may be declined. 

ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE THE TOURNAMENT RIBBON IN THE SAME PHOTO – 

2026 RIBBON COLOUR WILL BE ANNOUNCED ON THE DAY 

Ensure the V of the tail is clearly visible and as close to the midline of the measure 

as possible. Take the photo from directly above the fish looking down on it rather 

than from the front or side. For your entry to be valid it's critical you take a good clear 

photo that complies with our rules. Your photo is the only way we can validate your 

entry so please make it a good one and take several just in case. 

 



HERE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS THAT CAN GO WRONG WITH PHOTOS: 

• Image not focused (length can't be verified). 

• Image doesn't show the whole fish on the measure (length can't be verified). 

• Shadows - strong shadows may mean we can't verify the length. Photos are 

better taken in light shade with no shadow if possible, or use a fill-in flash. 

• Fish is gilled, partly gilled or gutted - entry may be declined or reduced in 

measurement 

• Photos should be taken as close to above the fish as possible. The rule of 

'feet' applies - if you stand over and look down on the fish and your feet are in 

the shot, you're in the right position! 

DEFECTIVE PHOTOGRAPH ENTRY EXAMPLES 
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YOUR ENTRY SHOULD LOOK LIKE THIS PHOTO 

 
CHECKLIST 

• PHOTO MUST INCLUE THE DAYS RIBBON COLOUR  

• WE RECOMMEND YOU USE THE ITM MEASURE MAT PROVIDED 

• Make sure the photo is of sufficient quality and suitable to enable the species 

and length to be verified. 

• The photo submitted must be in landscape format. 

• Take several photos just in case. Shadows can cause problems if the fish is 

placed in part sun/part shadow. 

• The tip of either the upper or lower jaw must touch the edge of the end of the 

measure. It is permissible to place a hand on your fish or have someone hold 

the fish on the measure, or use a damp cloth on the fish to settle it while a 

photo is taken, provided this does not obscure the fish significantly or prevent 

WDSAC/Tournament administrators from being able to validate your catch. 

• The V of the tail should be as close to the midline of the measure as possible.  

• The measure must be placed on a flat surface. 

• The jaw of the fish must not be distorted in an attempt to exaggerate the 

length and the tail must sit naturally on the measure. If the jaw has been 

extended or the tail appears to have been squeezed together, the catch may 

be declined or a deduction in length may be made at the sole discretion of the 

tournament committee. 



• Fish must be measured fresh and must not be obviously cut or mutilated to 

qualify for any prizes. We strongly recommend you DO NOT gut or gill your 

catch before taking the photo as it MAY render the fish ineligible for any prizes 

in the Combined Trades Tournament.  

• Please note that your fish may not be eligible for entry to the Combined 

Trades Tournament if the above conditions are not met. The Tournament 

Committee reserve the right to accept an entry on the basis that an 

appropriate reduction in length is made for any non-compliance and/or the 

Tournament Committee also reserve the right to disqualify any catch at their 

sole and absolute discretion for any reason whatsoever including, but not 

limited to, suspected measure tampering and false date submissions. 

 

 

HOW IS THE LENGTH DETERMINED? 

For species with a V tail, the innermost point of the V must touch or exceed the line 

on the measure to qualify for that 0.5cm increment. For example, if your fish is just 

over 40cm but does not reach the 40.5cm mark then the length recorded will be 

40.0cm. For species with a straight or convex tail the measurement will be the point 

where the middle of the tail touches the measure. Please ensure your fish is placed 

so the tail is evenly spread and the middle of the tail is along the midline of the 

measure. 

 

 

 

Goodluck!  

 


